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TASK  1. LISTENING COMPREHENSION (10 points: 1 answer = 2 points)
For questions 1-5 choose from the list A-H what each speaker expresses about the activities their children are interested in.

You will listen to the text ONCE. You have 1 minute to look through the task before listening. Transfer your answers into the answer sheet (1-5). 

Each correct answer earns you 2 points. 
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TASK 2. READING (10 points: 1 answer = 1 point)
For questions 6-15 put the following parts of the text in the correct order to recreate the text. Transfer your answers into the answer sheet (6-15).

Ways to Free Your Mind and Take Back Control of Your Life

Written by Marc Chernoff 

A. Letting go means to come to the realization that some things are a part of your history, but not a part of your destiny. Cry.  Forgive.  Learn.  Move forward.  Let your tears water the seeds of your future happiness.  And remember, sometimes the hardest part isn’t the act of letting go but rather learning to start over.  This is normal.  This is a new day.  A new beginning.  And things will change for the better.

B. But it’s hard, because distractions are everywhere, pulling at us and disempowering us.  They drive us into compulsive consumerism and egotism, rather than meaningful connections and emotional freedom.

So today, it’s time to flip the switch and take back control of your life.  Here are eight smart ways to start doing just that:

C. Seriously, life is too short to waste profuse amounts of time wondering what other people think about you.  In the first place, if they had better things going on in their lives, they wouldn’t have the time to sit around and talk about you.  What should be important to you is not their opinions of you, but your opinion of yourself.  So don’t let others get in your way!  And don’t let your fears get in your way either; they’re not there to scare you.  

Stop wishing for it and start working for it. – Do what you have to do today so you can do what you want to do tomorrow.  Through the grapevine you may have heard that what you should want is “an easy life.” 

D. Positivity is a choice. The happiness of your life depends on the effectiveness of your perspective.

Stop looking for and expecting “perfect.” – You are flawed, so is everyone you know, and that’s just as it should be.  Seriously, have no fear of perfection; you will never reach it.  And don’t expect that others will achieve it either.  We’re all imperfect beings filled with flaws and imperfections. 

E. Create healthy daily rituals. – The person you are destined to become is the person you decide to be every single day. Because how you spend your days is how you spend your life.  In a nutshell, when it comes to working hard to achieve a substantial life goal of any kind one thing you have to ask yourself is: “Am I willing to spend a little time every day like many people won’t, so I can spend the better part of my life like many people can’t?”  Think about it.  Isn’t it funny how day by day nothing changes, but when you look back everything is different?  

Flip your perspective from negative to positive. – 
F. Give yourself a break. – Yes, you have battles out in the world to fight, insecurities to overcome, and goals to achieve, but a break from it all is necessary.  It’s perfectly healthy to pause and let the world spin without you for a while or you will burn yourself out.  So refill your bucket on a regular basis.  That means catching up on sleep, making time for fun, eating healthy and otherwise making time for recovery from the chaos of your routine.

Loosen your grip on the past. – Sometimes we have to let go of what’s killing us, even if it’s killing us to let go. 

G. Be selective about the media you consume. – Marketers all across the world are tracking your patterns and studying your online and offline habits in order to funnel you into purchasing products from the companies that hire them. They push ads upon you until your willpower gets weak. You have to take back control from these mega-corporations by making strong-willed, healthy decisions that support YOUR best interests.  Buy things that benefit you and those you love, not things that benefit big companies that don’t care about you.

Prioritize YOUR desires ahead of external and internal resistance. – You’re the one that’s got to die when it’s time, so let yourself live life the way you want to live it. 

H. But that’s not true; what you really want is a life you are proud of, and that takes work. The only way that we can truly live is if we grow. The only way that we can grow is if we learn.  The only way we can learn is if we are exposed.  And the only way that we can become exposed is if we are willing to put ourselves out there and work through life’s difficulties.  Do it!  It’s worth it!

I. We can complain because rose bushes have thorns, or rejoice because thorn bushes have roses.  You’ve heard this before.  Don’t let negativity influence you.  Keep in mind that how others see things is rarely the truth. There are no facts, only interpretations, and it is our interpretations that make us or break us.  If you look at things the right way, you can see that the whole world is a beautiful garden. Train your mind to see the beauty in everything. 

J. SINCE we were born, our minds have been gradually programmed by our surroundings and by society at large.  As we grow, evolve and awaken to this reality, we learn that it is in our best interests to uninstall some of this programming and take back control of our minds.

For example, you don’t need to be a person who requires everyone to approve of them. Your relationships don’t need to model modern day sitcoms. You can clear yourself of this corrupt thinking and reclaim your sanity and effectiveness.

TASK 3. USE OF ENGLISH (10 points: 1 answer = 1 point)
For questions 16-25 read the text below and fill in the gaps with the words derived from the words on the right, change the grammatical form of the words where necessary. Use only one word in each gap. Transfer your answers into the answer sheet (16-25).
	If he wasn’t interested in the Bahamas, what was Columbus

looking for in the first place?

The arrival of the three ships at their Caribbean landfall marks what is probably the biggest and luckiest (16)__________ in the history of the world. 

Rather than a new world, Columbus was actually searching for a direct sea route to China and the Indies. Ever since Marco Polo had journeyed back from the Orient (17)_________ with spices, gold, and fantastic tales of the strange and (18)_____________ East, Europeans had lusted after the riches of Polo’s Cathay (China). This appetite got (19)__________ when the returning Crusaders opened up overland trade routes between Europe and the Orient. However, when Constantinople fell to the Turks in 1453, it meant an end to the spice route that (20)___________ as the economic lifeline for Mediterranean Europe.

Emerging from the Middle Ages, Europe was quickly shifting from an agrarian, barter economy to a new age of (21)___________ in which gold was the coin of the realm. The medieval Yeppies (Young European Princes) acquired a taste for the finer things such as gold and precious jewels, as well as the new taste sensations (22)_______ spices, and these were literally worth their weight in gold. 
After a few centuries of home (23)_______ venison, there was an (24)____________ clamor for the new Oriental takeout spices: cinnamon from Ceylon, pepper from India and Indonesia, nutmeg from Celebes, and cloves from the Moluccas. The new merchant princes had also acquired a taste for (25)__________ silks and Indian cottons, dyes, and precious stones.
	

	
	

	
	SERVE

	
	JAPAN 

CAPITAL

COOK

MYSTERY

	
	BLOOP

	
	NORM 

RAVEN

	
	CALL

	
	LOAD


TASK 4. SOCIOCULTURAL COMPETENCE: IDIOMS (10 points: 1 answer = 2 points)
For questions 26-30 fill in the gaps with one word from the box. There is only 1 word that be used in each gap. Then match the idioms (26-30) with their explanations (A-F). 

There are some odd words and explanations which you do not need to use. Each correct answer (a pair: both an idiom and its explanation) earns you 2 points. Transfer your answers into the answer sheet (26-30).

	spot
	gifts
	judge
	dog

	stables
	horses
	wife
	top

	friend
	follower
	food
	news


	26
	Caesar's _______ must be above suspicion. 
	A
	an extremely dirty place that is very hard to clean

	27
	I fear the Greeks even when bringing ________. 

	B
	lovers do not see each other's shortcomings

	28
	He is Johnny-on-the-_______ , many people appreciate his energy!
	C
	those who are beside the high and mighties should have impeccable reputation

	29
	Jack is no _______ of Jill's beauty. 
	D
	a person who is always there, always ready to perform a task or to seize an opportunity

	30
	This challenge is equivalent to cleaning up the Augean _________.

	E
	it is rather dangerous to take care of this animal

	
	
	F
	getting things from enemies may be dangerous. The proverb originated from Laocoon's words on seeing the Trojan horse at the gates of Troy.


TASK 5. WRITING (60 points)
(40 minutes, 250-300 words)

Imagine that your school magazine has a weekly column called “Education Today”. As part of their investigation into modern trends, they have asked you to write a news report based on the results of your own survey demonstrated in the table below. 

 In your report say:

1. who participated in the survey;

2. what changes or trends can be seen comparing the data in the table below;
3. what are the possible reasons for such trends;

4. how the situation might develop in the future.

Remember the rules of news report writing. Make sure your report has:

- a headline

- a byline and a placeline
- a lead paragraph  

- body paragraphs 

- a conclusion 

	
	TOP 5 reasons discouraging studying abroad
 among different segments of population 

	
	 
	
	
	 

	
	 
	Bachelor Degree students
	Master Degree 
students
	 

	
	high tuition fees and 
cost of living
	37%
	35%
	 

	
	possibility of culture shock
	18%
	17%
	 

	
	homesickness
	19%
	5%
	 

	
	unknown studying environment 
and learning rules 
	18%
	28%
	 

	
	difficult enrollment procedure 
	8%
	15%
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